FAITH AND CULTURE YOUTH FORUM
9 DECEMBER 2007

REPORT TO PARTICIPANTS

Overview
Next Steps
Summary of the Day
Feedback
Appendices
o Youth Led Initiatives
o0 Useful links
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Any young people interested in planning any of the following projects should
email their name, email address, phone number, age, and a short message
about which of the five projects they would like to get involved in and why to
helvi.apted@dpcd.vic.gov.au by 7 April 2008.

WHAT?

WHO?

1. EDUCATION

A Multifaith, Multicultural, Student Representative, start in a
school (short term) then spread networking within schools and
the wider communities.

Local media

Network of teachers and educators

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development at
some level

Other leadership groups within the school

Students

WHERE?

HOW?

WHY?

BY?

Within the schools

Identifying what is already happening in schools, in regard to
education about diversity

Through a common form of communication such as art, drama

Using past experiences to build on new education initiatives
To instigate further networking between faiths and cultures

Not only the single Student Representative. but groups of such
Representatives.

It will be supported by relevant youth and community based
organisations



2. MEDIA

WHAT?
A Biannual, full day forum including both faith/ ethnic groups
and the media
Training for leaders to be able to speak/interact with media
Training for media: know more about faiths/ communities they
are reporting on
WHO?
Journalists (all media)
Youth
Community/ faith/ religious groups
Politicians
Media
WHERE?
CBD
Participants choice, hosted by them
HOW?
Am/pm sessions
Am session: relationship building, 1 or 2 keynote speakers
(representatives of media or community groups)
Pm session: focussed panel discussions (on recent events),
workshops, scenarios for participants to discuss/ relate to, role
play
WHY?
Education
To reduce misrepresentation
Promote harmony and peace
Break down stereotypes
Networking/ relationship building
Encourage groups to continue these events in their smaller
communities (specific to their community)
BY?

Multifaith leaders forum groups
AMES

Some youth groups

Victoria Police



WHA

WHO?

WHE

3. NEW MIGRANTS

T?

Promotions of school/ education

Mentoring/ buddy system within school

Homework support

Employment programs

Intensive English language support

More sport and recreational activities

Information Pack English and language other than English (LOTE)
regarding laws, services, community etc

Information on education options i.e. TAFE etc

One stop shop centre

Information for community., volunteer and service providers
working with new communities

Not age- appropriate classes but educational level for new migrants
More English language support

Youth specific pack

Government, new migrants without experience, schools,
universities (all 3 levels)

Community leaders

Service providers

Established migrants

RE?

Shepparton

Areas with lots of new migrants

Centrally based to put information together

Arrival packs already for skilled migrants

An area that needs help in terms of knowing about services and
talking

HOW?

WHY

BY?

Look at resources already available
Government and community to form a committee with youth

o
Fit in and welcome and be able to move on

Simplify

Reduce isolation and cultural shock

Help develop understanding of Australian culture

Make people aware of what is available and their choices and the
other people and groups that are like them

Youth committee with government and service providers
Must be youth-led
Representation from across Victoria



WHAT?

WHO?

4. SPORT

Voluntary code of conduct

Government departments

Sporting bodies

Clubs and associations

Multifaith Multicultural Youth Network

All sporting associations

Council community groups

Young people from different backgrounds and faiths .

WHERE?

HOW?

WHY?

BY?

State-wide code
All local government areas- regional and state wide

Consult on draft (Government has to lead/ support)
Write it/ consult again on it

Minister launches it

Sports decided and competitions planned/ structured
State wide planning committee

Local committees/clubs

Regional sports assemblies

To build understanding and equality and good operating
principals

Doesn’t exist at present

Create an experience/sharing environment

Empowering people to take action

Fun/recreational

Free environment to promote health

To promote positive images of different groups and their
unique contributions

Government - Sport and Recreation Victoria

VicHealth

Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs

A collective of agencies that work with diverse young people
A committee of young people



5. EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION

WHAT?
Informing and assisting (education not sufficient on its own)
joint effort between employers and employees of the
importance of giving skilled migrants a go

WHO?
- Media

Religious/leaders community of influence

Employers groups

People from government responsible

Unions

WHERE?
Regional areas
Where the migrants are
More in the metro/city area

HOW?
- Through media advertisements — positive articles and

contributions of migrants in employment.

Pressure to the government — for appropriate/ subsidised

training employment placement

Resources, for example, internet sites

WHY?
To give everyone the same opportunities of dignity and respect

BY?
Young people
Business leaders
Community organisations , for example, Centre for
Multicultural Youth Issues
Lobby groups
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