

Consultation questions – youth policy
Date: 30 October2015
Organisation name:  Nillumbik Shire Council, Youth Services
Organisation purpose 
Goal   

· To encourage all young people across the Shire to participate and connect with their communities through a range of programs and services.  

Objectives
· Plan, coordinate and promote health and wellbeing and recreational programs and services for young people in the Nillumbik community.                        
· Create opportunities for all young people to access these programs and services                                                                                                                             

· Cultivate productive partnerships with community members, health agencies, schools, sporting and church groups and government departments

· Seek funds to address gaps in programs and services relevant to young people across the Shire.
· Advocate for and promote young people as valued members of the community  
· Engage young people in the planning and decision making process on issues that affect them.                                                                                                                                                                             
Draft vision
Q.
What do you think of the draft vision?
The age bracket needs to include 8 – 10 -12 years old, this younger “middle years” cohort at primary school are presenting to youth workers with more complex issues and concerns.   Their needs need to be identified and a planned range of programs and supports form part of early intervention local coordinated services system for the youth population.
 Draft objectives

Q.
What do you think of the draft objectives?
This needs to be broadened to include;

· Have access to generalist youth workers and health and wellbeing programs and services in the Interface Council areas which embraces urban, semi-rural and rural areas. 
· Provide a range of health and wellbeing strategies to support Drug and Alcohol, self-harm, anxiety and depression
· Have access to save, secure and affordable, short, long term or crisis accommodation in their local community
· Use social media to relate to and gain feedback from young people. 
· Recognised and acknowledge local councils for their youth services provision with a funding stream to coordinate an integrated  localized service system
· Transport in the Interface and rural areas needs to be addressed

· Provide places for young people to gather, meet friends and learn new skills in a relaxed and safe setting.

· Evidence based decision making through  research and data collect 
What’s important to young people?
Young people have identified the following issues as important to youth.
 Please respond only to those questions of interest to you.
Q.
What do you think should be done to improve educational opportunities for young people?

Schools on the whole do a good job with education for the majority of young people but their health and wellbeing supports seem secondary. Student Welfare Workers are not trained or qualified for this role. It is vital to support young people with appropriate early intervention strategies so they can deal with their issues and concern and stay at school to complete their educational requirement. Smaller school settings can also suit young people who are facing bullying or are falling behind educationally and emotionally. 
Q.
What do you think should be done to improve training opportunities for young people?
More training / work placement opportunities for young people on work placements. The placements could be for longer periods of time so they gain meaningful experience and skills.  More industry supports / advice that is current and relevant at transition points. 
Q.
What do you think should be done to increase employment opportunities for young people?
Expand opportunities for young people to access and work in apprenticeships, traineeships or to volunteer and gain hands on experience. Provide employment stimulation programs for smaller / micro business and work placement to encourage youth employment. 

Q.
What do you think should be done to improve the mental health of young people?
Accessibility to local mental health professionals / agencies who are youth friendly, open at weekends, after schools and can also offer outreach. Promote that it is ok to talk about and seek support for mental health issues.
Q.
What do you think should be done to tackle alcohol and drug issues for young people?
Don’t force information on young people, give them the information so they can make an informed decision and have agencies to support young people who have D&A issues. Drug and alcohol counselling programs that is accessible and affordable.
Q.
What do you think should be done to improve housing for young people?
It a basic right that people have access to affordable, safe and secure accommodation. Building low cost housing with share facilities to reduces costs and that are close to public transport to lessen the use of car ownerships
Q.
What do you think should be done to tackle discrimination of young people?
Normalize and celebrate our rich multi cultured population. Promote diversity and tolerance to all young people regardless of race, sex, ethnicity or religion backgrounds. Provide all young people with a voice to enable them to express their views, concerns and that values their chosen lifestyles  
Q.
What do you think should be done to improve public transport for young people?
A better planned and financed network of transport in the growth corridors, Interface and rural areas.  This could include a network of regular buses and railway with extended timetables ensuring young people can access transport to in the early morning for work and late evening to return home safely from a night out with friends. 

Q.
What else do you think should be done to improve the lives of young people in Victoria?
A planned and localized service system that meets the needs and addresses the gaps for young people that  includes and involves these young people in the decision making process.
Q.
Any other comments?
Fund local centre where young people can participate in programs  that allow them to socialize, learn new skills and development pathways into further education or employment. Use social media to engage young people’s thoughts 
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